GAME: THE EU IN OUR DAILY LIVES

QUESTIONS FOR PUPILS

Question for the pupils Solution Explanation

What policy level decides = Not EU Traffic rules are set by national legislation and may

the speed limit on the differ between EU member states, e.g., in Ireland,

highway? Malta and Cyprus people drive on the left-hand side of
the road. However, traffic codes are coordinated on a
European level and the European drivers’ licence is valid
throughout the whole of the EU.

Who determines that you | EU level Consumer protection: under EU legislation,

get at least a two-year manufacturers must provide at least a two-year warranty

guarantee when you buy a on faulty electronic devices like smartphones, printers,

new laptop? laptops, vacuum cleaners, coffee machines, etc.

Who decides when the Not EU It is mostly the local level that decides when the trash

trash gets picked up? gets picked up. This makes the most sense, as local
authorities are best placed to understand and respond
to each city’s specific needs.

Who decides the EU level Consumer protection: the EU wants people to have

information you see correct and complete information about what they

on food packaging: consume. That is why product labels for food have to

Ingredients, calories, include certain information, such as ingredients and

producer contact allergen information.

information, etc.?

Which government level EU level Single market and consumer protection: the EU

determines the safety determines the safety standards for products sold

standards that your within the European Economic Area (EEA).

smartphone has to meet?

Who decides what you Not EU The EU does not determine the way in which education

need to have learned at is organised and what the content is. As a consequence,

the end of each school the final attainment goals differ between the EU

year? Member States (and sometimes between regions).

Who determines the EU level In the EU, workers have the right to ‘paid annual leave

minimum of 20 days paid
leave annually for a full-
time employee?

of at least four weeks'. Each sector and/or Member
State can increase the entitlement, but the minimum is
4 weeks.
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your marriage?

8.| Which level of EU level The EU has approved a law banning single-use plastic
government introduces items such as disposable plates, cutlery, straws and
a ban on throwaway cotton bud sticks. The ban has been in force since July
plastics, such as plastic 2021.
straws and single-use
plastic cutlery?

9. Which level of EU level To facilitate the transition from fossil fuels to cleaner
government determines energy, the EU has raised its binding target for
the minimum target for renewable energy from 32% to at least 42.5% of the EU’s
energy coming from overall energy consumption by 2030, with an aspirational
renewable sources, such goal of reaching 45%. This percentage varies depending
as solar and wind energy? on the situation in each Member State.

10.| Which policy level issues | Not EU It is mostly the local authorities that issue building
building permits for permits for private homes.
houses?

11. | Who do you pay your Not EU The EU does not collect taxes directly from its citizens.
taxes to? Each member state pays an annual contribution to the

European budget. This budget is mainly used to invest in
shared priorities like regional development, research, or
climate action, and includes programmes that support
young people through education, training, and mobility.

12. | Who makes decisions Not EU The national states usually make these decisions.
about our public holidays:
which dates and how
many days?

13. | Who determines the EU level The EU determines lots of environmental measures —
maximum amount of fine e.g. water quality in rivers, lakes and seas. In 2024, the
particles that are allowed EU adopted stricter rules to limit air pollution, including
to be in the air? tighter thresholds for fine particles (PM2.5), to be fully

implemented by 2030.
14.| Where do you register Not EU It is mostly the local authorities who are responsible for

population registration and civil status.
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